
INFORMATION FOR 
PROSPECTIVE DONORS



THE WOOD BUFFALO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Accepts donations and makes grants to registered charities and qualified donees throughout  
the Wood Buffalo region. Founded in 2017, we are building our asset base in endowed funds  

to provide long-term financial support for community needs and projects. 

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

A healthy and vibrant community enabled 
by long-term philanthropy.

Wood Buffalo Community Foundation will enhance 
quality of life in the region by supporting community 
members and organizations in building long term, 
mutually beneficial relationships between donors 
and grantees. We provide grants to improve  
and enhance the stability and sustainability  
of the community.

We will achieve this mission by:
• Connecting people, families and companies with 
   causes that inspire them. We pool resources,  
   knowledge and expertise, working with others  
   for even greater impact.
• Working alongside donors to help them realize 
   their philanthropic goals by matching their 
   interests with community needs and finding 
   innovative ways to make every donation count.

• Providing professional and reliable fund 
   management with the flexibility to respond to 
   changing needs and priorities. Pooling funds for 
   greater growth and earnings has always made 
   sense in capital markets.
• Funding local initiatives in a wide variety of areas 
   including health and education, arts and culture, 
   social services, sports and recreation, the 
   environment or other emerging community needs.
• Collaborating with other funders in the 
   community and ensuring that the highest priority 
   issues are identified and resolved.
• Taking a long‐term view of communities, giving 
   us the staying power to address complex 
   community issues.



WHAT EXACTLY IS A COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?

Community foundations are all about nurturing 
community vitality through philanthropy. We bring 
resources and people together to build better  
places to live, work and play.

• Vitality depends on long-term resources for  
   long-term solutions — so we work with donors to 
   build endowment funds that ensure vital futures 
   for communities.
• Vitality comes from all corners of a community, 
   so we grant funds to the widest possible range 
   of organizations and initiatives.
• Vitality needs leadership, so we bring people 
   together from all parts of our communities to 
   stimulate new ideas, build participation and 
   strengthen community philanthropy.

Community Foundations play three important  
roles in community building:

1. Endowment building
Community foundations build and prudently invest 
permanent endowments and other types of funds to 

OUR HISTORY

More than ten years ago, a group of community-
minded leaders imagined what a community  
foundation could do for Wood Buffalo. It was a  
time of falling oil prices, corporate cutbacks and 
fundraising challenges. They knew a community 
foundation had the potential to fill some of those 
gaps, but they felt the timing wasn’t quite right.

Early in 2016, the idea of starting a community  
foundation was put forward once again. Wood  
Buffalo’s social profit sector had matured, but  
another economic downturn was affecting the  
sector’s ability to support the social, environmental, 
arts and other needs of the region. After the  
devastating wildfire of May 2016, the needs  
of the community became even more evident.

In November 2016, a small group of volunteers 
supported by Community Foundations of Canada 
and the Suncor Energy Foundation determined the 
time was right to start the Wood Buffalo Community 
Foundation. A Steering Committee was formed  
and Wood Buffalo Community Foundation was  
incorporated on March 27, 2017, achieving charitable 
status on April 21, 2017. The organization was 
formally launched in Fort McMurray on June 8, 2017.

The next phase of development is to build our  
endowment funds so the Foundation can grant funds 
to support community needs. Our initial fundraising 
goal is $10 million in endowed funds. We are off to 
a good start, with the Suncor Energy Foundation’s 
generous donation of one million dollars plus  
a match of up to $500,000 per year for the  
next four years.

Four percent of our endowed funds will be  
granted annually to qualified donees in the areas  
of education, social and health programs, arts and 
culture, environment, sports and recreation, and 
emerging community needs. Our investment  
and administrative costs are expected to be  
in the range of one to 1.5 percent. 

While many of the leaders who envisioned  
a community foundation for our region over  
a decade ago are no longer working and living in 
Wood Buffalo, their connection to this place remains 
strong. That’s one of the many things we learned  
in those heart wrenching days of May 2016. Fort  
McMurray and Wood Buffalo will always be  
our home. 

benefit qualified charities in their communities. We 
offer a wide range of flexible giving opportunities 
and have special expertise to help donors achieve 
their goals. We facilitate giving at all levels and 
promote philanthropy.

2. Broad effective grant-making
Community foundations bring local knowledge, ex-
perience and a network of community relationships 
to our grant-making decisions. Using a broad view of 
community needs and opportunities, we make grants 
to a wide range of qualified donees to address short-
term and long-term priorities across many fields. 

3. Inclusive community leadership
As knowledgeable partners in community life, we 
offer leadership on issues of importance to the com-
munity. We connect diverse parts of the community, 
foster dialogue, develop partnerships and mobilize 
the community to improve quality of life. 

There is no better way to show our thanks for all we have received as residents of this remarkable region. 
It’s time for the Wood Buffalo Community Foundation to take root and grow.



FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please contact our Fundraising Chair, Mark Shaw
E m.t.shaw@telus.net | P 403.669.8960
c/o Redpoll Centre at Shell Place, 1 C.A. Knight Way, 
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 5C5

WHAT MAKES COMMUNITY
FOUNDATIONS DIFFERENT?

WHY DONATE TO A  
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?

Many organizations are working to create better 
communities. A few important factors make the  
community foundation approach different:

A long-term view: Because community foundations 
focus on building permanent endowments, we are 
able to tackle long-term community challenges as 
well as immediate needs.

Permanence: Gifts to a community foundation  
endowment meet community needs in perpetuity.

Community-based, personalized donor service:  
Community foundations are uniquely equipped 
to help individual donors meet their particular 
philathropic goals by providing in-depth knowledge 
of their community along with expertise in a wide 
range of flexible charitable giving options.

A broad perspective: Community foundations make 
effective grants and develop networks in a wide 
range of sectors. With this in-depth community 
knowledge, we can identify opportunities in many 
fields and build on existing community strengths.  
We are also well placed to make simple, but often 
powerful, connections between people and  
organizations in the community.

Commitment to community service: Community 
foundations are broad-based, volunteer-driven local 
organizations. Because our view of community  
issues and priorities is independent and crosses 
many sectors, community foundations have an  
opportunity for collaborative leadership that  
reflects the interest of the community at large.

Accountability: Community foundations believe  
our values and way of working, not just our work,  
can be a powerful tool for building social capital.  
As responsible members of the voluntary sector, 
community foundations strive for flexible, 
transparent governance and leadership practices  
that welcome volunteer involvement, encourage  
dialogue among diverse voices in the community, 
and inspire commitment to philanthropy.

Community foundations play a crucial role  
in helping you give back to your community in  
meaningful ways. We connect you with the causes 
that inspire you. We can help you realize your vision 
for the community.

• The Wood Buffalo Community Foundation  
   provides you with unique opportunities to 
   contribute to gaps in our communities that 
   are not currently being addressed by  
   existing charities.

• Your donation can be made to the community  
   fund endowments, ensuring long-term impact  
   and a lasting personal legacy. 

• You can also create a fund to support the  
   community issues or charities that matter  
   the most to you.

• Financial service professionals manage all funds.


